Background Information

The PCS Aurora mine is a favorite spot for fossil shark teeth hunters. The fossils found here have been studied extensively and published on by the Smithsonian for many years. A trip into the mine usually requires participants to be at the Potash Corporation of Saskatchewan (PCS) parking lot on NC 306 N by 7:30 AM. Collecting is a full day event, usually held from 9:00 AM until 3:00 PM, weather permitting. Completion of a PCS Safety Indoctrination Form and photo identification are required.

Equipment and Things to Bring

· Steel-toed boots, long pants and sleeved shirts are required! If you have your own hard hat (any color but white) and safety glasses bring them.  They are required and there is no guarantee that PCS will continue to provide them.

· A walking stick for support and to poke promising looking items with.

· Plenty of water and snacks! 

· Several containers of various sizes to place your finds.

· Some packing material and/or tinfoil to wrap and protect your more delicate finds.

· A rock hammer, metal rake, small chisel, hammer, dental pick, knee pads, old paint brushes, a dull knife and old screwdrivers are all good tools for uncovering or extracting fossils.

· A backpack to carry everything in. 

· An additional bag or bucket in case you find several large items you want to keep.

·  If it’s heavy, it’s best to bring it, leave it on the bus, and come back for it later if you need it rather than to have needed it and never brought it along at all!

Tips for Collecting in the Mine

· Always listen to the instructions provided by your guides and trip leaders!

· Pick a fossil hunting “buddy” for the trip and keep them in sight and hearing range at all times when in the mine.

· If your goal is a large “Meg” tooth, look for areas prolific with scattered whalebones.  Then get on your hands and knees and scan those areas thoroughly. 

· Steep hills erode faster than other areas. If you find a rather undisturbed hill, walk it from the bottom to the top.  This way your walking will not cover up areas with loose dirt that you have yet to explore.

· If you find a good “Pungo” area, resorting to looking for fossils on one’s hands and knees can be a very productive method.

· Test wash areas before walking on them, they may appear solid but could be almost like quicksand!

Map to the PCS Parking Lot
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Places to Stay

Washington Motel                   252-946-5161

Lemon Tree Inn                      252-946-8001

Holiday Inn Express                252-946-5500

Comfort Inn                             252-946-4444

Days Inn                                  252-946-6141

Econo Lodge                           252-946-7781

Hampton Inn                           800-426-7866

Pamlico House B&B               252-946-7184
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